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Videoconferencing 
Opportunities

Global connections 
from your classroom
Teachers and students can collaborate beyond 
the walls of the classroom with other classes 
and students within Oswego County, throughout 
New York state, across the nation and 
worldwide.



CiTi Videoconferencing 
Opportunities

 
Examples of Videoconferences
Monster Match (Grades pre-K to 3rd)
Students in pre-K to 3rd grades will practice 

reading, writing, researching, speaking 
skills and following directions through 
this interactive videoconference 

project. Two classrooms pair 
up and each class creates a 
monster using materials from 
the approved materials list. 

Each class writes 
a description 

of their monster 
and sends it to the 

partner class. Then, 
based only on the written 

description provided, 
each class re-creates 
the monster. The 

classes connect to compare 
their re-created monsters with the original 
monster, sharing similarities, differences 
and how the monster descriptions were 
interpreted.  

Flat stanley (Grades 1-4)
Students in 1st through 4th grades will 
practice reading, writing, questioning, 
speaking skills and following directions 
through this interactive videoconferencing 
initiative. The project provides an opportunity 
for students to make a videoconference 
connection with students of other member 
schools who have signed up with the project. 
Students begin by reading the book “Flat 
Stanley” and becoming acquainted with the 
story. Then they make paper Flat Stanleys 
(or pictures of the Stanley Lambchop 
character) and keep a journal for a few days, 
documenting the places and activities in which 
Flat Stanley is involved. Contact Laurie Ouderkirk, CiTi Distance Learning Coordinator, at 315.963.4298 • louderkirk@oswegoboces.org

What are the advantages of Distance 
Learning? 
Videoconferencing bridges the gap in educational 
opportunities and enhances learning experiences 
by providing overall program coordination services, 
technical support and other necessary assistance 
to school districts and educational institutions. It 
offers real-time interaction with professionals and 
experts who might otherwise be unaccessible. 

Support
The Center for Instruction, Technology & Innovation 
assists videoconference participants with 
every step of the planning process. Personnel 
coordinate and schedule the program with the 
partner site, provide the technology needed for the 
videoconference and conduct a test call before the 
actual conference, set up the technology the day 
of the videoconference, and stay for the program 
to help facilitate the connection. The support 
services that are offered help ensure an engaging, 
worthwhile experience.  

Opportunities Available
Videoconferencing opportunities provide an 
excellent supplemental learning experience 
for students and teachers alike. They enrich 
the existing curriculum and help bridge 
cultural gaps. The following connections are 
available: 

connections with a content provider
Connect with an array of providers to help 
bolster the educational experience. CiTi has 
facilitated connections with the Cleveland 
Museum of Art, Alaska SeaLife Center, Reef 
HQ (Australia), Mount Carmel Hospital, Rock 
‘n’ Roll Hall of Fame and more. 

classrooM-to-classrooM connections 
Connect to schools to share a project with 
another class within the state, across the 
country or worldwide. Collaborative classroom-
to-classroom projects include Read Around 
the Planet, Monster Match, Turkey Disguises 
and Penpals. The New York State Distance 
Learning Consortium provides a list of these 
opportunities at www.nysdlc.org. More 
offerings are available at Capspace, where 
teachers can post their own request for a 
collaboration or view current requests.  

teacher-to-teacher connections
These videoconferencing connections allow 
for professional development opportunities 
and meetings with teachers at another 
location.


